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Five Cal-Neva Chapter members attended the first
biannual reunion and conference of the Mexican
Chapter of AFS and the Mexican Fisheries Society
in beautiful La Paz, Mexico, May 2-4, 2007. Doug
Demko (FishBio consulting), Tom Keegan (Ecorp
Consulting), Lourdes Rugge (Ecorp Consulting and
International Chair), Dave Manning (President
Elect), and Jeff McLain (President) joined Western
Division’s President, Bob Hughes, AFS Vice
President Mary Fabrizio and Executive Director
Gus Rassam for the three-day conference. Also in
attendance were Leanne Roulson, President of the
Montana Chapter, Dougeard president elect of the
International Fisheries Section (IFS), @&ernard
Megrey, past president of IFS.

Many distinguished speakers presented updated
information at the conference. While most
information was in Spanish, our bilingual
colleagues provided translation assistance. One of
the first plenary speakers was Ma. Maria Del
Carmen. Maria reviewed Article 27, new legislation

that addresses fisheries and aquaculture in Mexico.

This legislation offers many opportunities for
Mexico, as its fishery and aquaculture would be
managed by regions rather than as one unit. John
Stein from North Pacific Marine Science
Organization (PICES) explained the goals and
vision of the International organization. Mary
Fabrizio spoke about the American Fisheries
Society’s new Marine Science journal. She also
stressed the importance of students to the

organization, and the development of a new disaster

relief fund, developed in response to Hurricane

Katrina. Gus Rassam stressed three reasons why we

need international cooperation; our ties through
globalization, environmentalism and its maturation,
and the fact that many of our resources, including
fish, are reaching a crisis point.

During the second day’s plenary, which included
the Mexican Chapter business meeting, Dave

E

Above, Bob Hughes and Dave Manning with their caith
pargo mulato (gray snappekutjanus griseus.

Manning presented a brief preview of the 137th
AFS Annual Meeting in San Francisco. He shared
our Chapter’s desire to assist with student travel.
During the business meeting, Gus Rassam and
Lourdes as well as Bern Megrey, Eric Knudsen,
Guillermo Compean (former Fisheries Institute
director), and Mauricio Ramirez (past president of
the Mexican Chaptereceived awards from the
Mexican Chapter for their help with its
development. Congratulations and thank you for
your hard work!

The meeting’s most distinguished guest was Dr.
Miguel Cisneros, Chief of the Mexico Fisheries
Institute (Instituto Nacional de Pesca). He gave a
outline of the strategic plans for Fisheries Sagsnc
in Mexico, including: a) creation of food resources
b) regulation of commercial fisheries and
aquaculture; c) technology evaluation and fish
processing quality; d) creation of employment; e)
reduction of poverty; f) investment versus
subsidization. He also talked of the importance of
achieving sustainability and the potential use of
aguaculture to recover coastal species. Based on
guestions asked after the presentation, it waslglea
evident that many participants were skeptical ef th
use of aquaculture. After the chief's presentation,
Hughes and McLain indicated that AFS may have
useful resources and asked if the Society could be

6



of any assistance. Dr. Cisneros indicated we (AFS)
could help with two questions:

1. Should Mexico concentrate efforts to develop
aquaculture for a few species (concentrate), @ tak
advantage of its diverse climate regions and develo
culture for several different species (diversify)?

2. What kind of activities can be developed in
Mexican coasts as economically viable alternatives
to reduce fishing pressure?

The Chapter and Western Division have been
participating and collaborating with Mexico for
several years in hopes that information exchange
like this would take place, rather than to just
continue planning conferences! The Mexican
Chapter will request additional detail from Cisrgero
regarding these questions and it is likely our

Above, Bob Hughes holds a lovely pargo mulato (gray
shapper)Lutjanus griseus.

DAFS Awards

Chapter and the WD will develop a team to address
these issues.

Chapter officers also spent a considerable amount
of time discussing the development of the 2011 bid
for the international meeting to be in Mazatlan.
Felipe Amezcua of the Mexican Chapter is taking
the lead as program chair, with assistance from the
Cal-Neva Chapter, International Section, and other
chapters and divisions that are willing.

The meeting also contained nearly 100 technical
presentation and 40 posters, and most were clearly
of high scientific merit even to a unilingualishd
“closing” social was a fantastic dinner led by arsh
presentation of thank yous (special mention of the
Cal-Neva Chapter). Dave captured a large dorado
(dolphinfish) and donated it to the dinner! We come
away from the meeting encouraged and excited
about these new opportunities and partnerships.

1

Congratulations t&riek Hansen, winner of the WDAFS
student travel award, tl@regon AFS Chapter, winner of
the Western Division and AFS Parent Society Chagpiténe
Year Award, CarlSchreck winner of the 2007 WDAFS
Award of Excellence, Davi@Phil) Larsen, winner of the
2007 WDAFS Award of Special Recognitidheter Moyle,
winner of the 2007 AFS Award of Excellence, atehry
Booke, winner of the AFS Distinguished Service Award.
Eriek's award recognizes his leadership roles thighUtah
State University Student Subunit of the AFS Bonltevi
Chapter. The Oregon Chapter's award recognizes its
continued excellence in aquatic stewardship, inédiom
transfer, and member services. Carl's award réreg/his
career of excellence in research, publications,tangry,
and professional service. Phil's award recogrhies
successful work with state and federal agencieet@lop
comparable ad rigorous aquatic survey designs and
indicators. Peter's award recognizes his careexadllence
in research, publication, mentoring, and professiservice
at the national level. Henry's award recognizesliee
decades of leadership in investment guidance for th
Northeast and Western Divisions as well as therRare
Society. Peter will receive his award at the plgrsmssion
Monday, 3 September; Henry will receive his awartha
Tuesday, 4 September, business meeting; and Ghlaih
will receive their awards at the WDAFS businesshyn
Wednesday, 5 September in San Francisco. Pleiasego
in congratulating these impressive achievement&of
deserving members of the Western Division.
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Here are some of your dedicated meeting planneesrenent
sunny San Francisco afternoon. Please note thmertisu”
attire. A fleece or light jacket should accompaoy on your
journey to San Francisco.
We look forward to seeing you there!
E
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Introduction to Engineered Log Jam —
Technology and Applications for Erosion
Controls and Fish Habitat
Olympic Peninsula, WA
Sept. 17-21, 2007
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