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The Portland planning committee is doing an

excellent job preparing for an exceptional Westgrn
Division AFS meeting. See the special newsletier

supplement in this issue for details. We hope tg
have a quick turn-around on judging this year sq

the best student paper and poster awards can be

presented at the Western Division luncheon. After

having attended several Chapter meetings this
year, | can attest to the vitality of the Chapigho
are all doing great things. On the Western
Division website, you can find this year’'s mid-

year report to Governing Board that details all the

Chapter activities. The Governing Board met in

mid March and a number of things were discusged.

For one, the sale of the Bethesda property is sti
pending and the search for a new home continu
The possibility also exists that AFS may stay in
the existing location. The Western Division alsd

eS.

requested funding to help with the Western Native

Fishes Database project and was successful in
obtaining $5,000. We have additionally receive

)

support from several chapters towards this project,

for which we are also grateful.

Another item of interest is the transition of the
North American Journal of Fisheries Managemsg
to 6 issues per year, rather than 4. The volume
submissions has been steadily increasing and
given the flat rejection rate, this was the besy wg
to accommodate the volume. So far, no rate
increase is being proposed for the journal.
However, the Board did decide to approve an
increase in library subscriptions.

On another issue, the Hutton Committee requeg
greater fundraising activity by the Bethesda staf]
in an effort to create a self-sustaining foundation
Previous federal agency support for the progran
withering, so currently only about 32 of >200
applications are awarded. The Hutton program
supports mentoring of high-school age minoritie
in an effort to recruit them into the fisheries
profession. Please consider financially supporti
that program if you can.
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In other Western Division news, the Utah Chapterdtapped up to host the 2010 annual meeting i
partnership with the Western Division. For 2009wk be in Albuquerque and for 2011 we will co-
host the national AFS meeting with the North Padifiternational Chapter in Seattle.

| am assembling an Environmental Concerns Comenittevhich | hope to get representatives from
each Chapter. If you would like to help serve lois tommittee, please contact me
(ericwagner@utah.gg\at your earliest convenience. There are a fél& ibi Congress that are very
important to fisheries that we should be supportimgese include revisions the Hard Rock Mining
Law of 1872 and the Clean Water Act. I'm sure ¢hare other issues we should be commenting on as
well. | encourage you to get involved with AFSydu are not already. You will likely develop
leadership skills, cultivate professional contaats] learn a hell of a lot while you help make your
world a better place for fish, fisheries, and fighi
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More than180 members of the Montana Chapter of
the American Fisheries Society gathered in Billings
Montana, February 12-14or the 4% annual

meeting of the Chapter. The meeting was organized
around the theme oitarming to the Future:
Preparing for the Potential Effects of Climate
Change on Montana’s Aquatic Resourtesyd the
opening plenary session included six very
informative papers discussing science and policy
related to this topic. A consistent message to a
somber audience was that climate change will likely
be the biggest issue that aquatic biologists,
managers, researchers, and practitioners have ever
faced. The Montana Chapter subsequently formed a
Climate Committee that was initially charged with
summarizing relevant climate science to provide
members and policy makers with information.

The meeting opened with a full day continuing
education workshop -Estimation Methods for
Absolute and Relative Measures of Fish
Population$ — taught by Drs. Daniel Hayes
(Michigan State University) and Wayne Hubert
(University of Wyoming — USGS Cooperative
Research Unit). The course was well instructed and
provided a solid platform for members looking for
either an initial exposure to or a refresher in
sampling and estimation techniques. We
recommend this course to other chapters.

Following the plenary session, technical papers and
posters were presented by scientists from a wide
range of agencies, organizations, and univeries
topics as diverse as large river fisheries
management, native fish restoration and
management and prairie stream fishes. Highlights
of Chapter committee caucuses and the business
meeting included a focus on climate change, status
assessments for Montana’s native and sensitive
aguatic species, the effects of discharge water
associated with coal bed natural gas recovery, and
distribution of resource action fund grants. Scott
Barndt, fishery biologist for the Gallatin National
Forest, was chosen as President-Elect and will
assume that role in September. The Chapter is

+ -

L

considering a joint annual meeting with the
Montana Chapter of the Wildlife Society in 2009.

As intended, the meeting provided a great forum for
information exchange, education, professional
discourse, and reconnection of friendships and
acquaintances.

+ %0

At our 4T Annual Meeting the Montana Chapter of
the American Fisheries Society was excited and
proud to recognize the achievements of several
fisheries resources professionals. The following
individuals were recognized for outstanding effort
and achievement on behalf of Montana’s aquatic
resources:

Matthew Jaeger(Montana Fish Wildlife and

Parks) was recognized as ¢tish Professional of
the Year for his efforts on behalf of native Missouri
River fishes, include pallid sturgeon. This awerd
the highest recognition of the Montana Chapter.
Matt also received thBest Professional Paper
award for his presentation entitleld ‘anybody out
there? Survival estimation of hatchery reared phlli
sturgeon

Russ Forba(US Environmental Protection
Agency) received thBlatural Resource
Professional of the Yearward for his concerted
efforts on behalf of the environment and fishes on
the Milltown Dam removal project.

Yvette Converse(US Fish and Wildlife Service —
Bozeman Fish Technology Center) was given an
Individual Achievement award for her work on
behalf of native and endangered fishes, and aquatic
education.

TheCollaborative Group award was given to the
Muggli Fish Passage Grougor their efforts
towards improving fish passage at water diversion
structures on the Yellowstone River.

Continued next page...



Peter Brown (Montana State University) received

Dr. Alexander Zale was recognized as Montana’s the Best Student Paperaward for his presentation
Outstanding Educator for his past and ongoing “Effects of fish size and stream characteristics on
efforts as an educator at Montana State Univessity  piscicide effectivenessPeter is advised by Dr.
USGS Cooperative Research Unit, especially in Zale.

graduate student mentorship and instruction.

Finally, Carter Fredenberg (University of
Leanne Roulson(Garcia and Associates) was Montana undergraduatdBenjamin Goodman
presented with Rast-President’splaque in (Montana State University graduate student), and
recognition of her dedicated sacrifice on behalf of Lora Tennant (Montana State University graduate
the Chapter. We appreciate her professionalism and student) receiveally McClure Scholarships for
leadership over the past three years and wishhieert  their scholastic accomplishments.
best as she assumes officer duties with the Western
Division.
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