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From left, Eric Wagner (WDAFS President), Mary Fabrizio (AFS President), Gus Rassam (AFS 
Executive Director) and Doug Young (Oregon Chapter AFS President).  
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The Oregon Chapter would like to thank all the individuals from outside 
the Chapter that volunteered their time to assist in making the 2008 
meeting a success. More than 1,100 attendees from throughout the 
western US, Canada, and beyond gathered in Portland from 4-9 May 
2008 for the largest annual meeting in WDAFS history.  
 
Hosted by the Oregon Chapter, this year’s meeting theme “Population 
Growth and Fisheries: The Western Challenge” resulted in 32 symposia 
and 17 contributed paper sessions. Besides the 10 concurrent symposia 
and contributed paper sessions that were offered daily, attendees had 
opportunities to visit the Trade Show and Poster Session, consisting of 18 
vendors and 69 posters, respectively. In addition, five continuing 
education options, a daily plenary session, and daily socials were offered 
to the attendees.  
 
This issue of the Tributary features announcements, updates and photos 
from the Annual Meeting of the Western Division AFS.  
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Greetings Western Division AFS members!  The 
Western Division had an excellent meeting in 
Portland, celebrating our 60th anniversary.  We had 
exceptionally good plenary talks, scientific paper 
sessions, and fun evening socials.  The student-
mentor session went well, so that is likely 
something we will continue in future years.  The 
zoo provided a great off-site venue and we thank 
the zoo staff for their time and for donating the 
tickets to get in. We are indebted to the Oregon 
Chapter for their efforts in putting the meeting 
together and raising the funds to make the meeting 
one of the most successful ever.  We had record 
attendance of over 1100 people to the meeting!  
Thanks to all who attended and supported the 
meeting.   
 
The Western Division business meeting had a 
surprise.  An outsider pounded on the window 
hard enough during the meeting that it shattered 
while I was at the podium.  Fortunately nobody 
was hurt or endangered by the glass; I could 
envision much worse things happening.  I 
presented some of the history of the Western 
Division in a short PowerPoint presentation, for 
those that could hear.  We had a problem with the 
noise level of background conversation.  This has 
unfortunately been too common in recent years, so 
this lack of decorum will likely lead to business 
meetings being held without a lunch involved in 
future meetings.   
 
One outcome of the business meeting was 
approval of a letter supporting reform of the 1872 
mining law.  This letter has been sent to all the 
members of the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee.  No word yet on any Senate 
bill development on the issue.  I have assembled 
an Environmental Concerns Committee comprised 
of members from each chapter.  For those chapters 
that still lack a representative on the committee, 
please recommend someone.  If you would like to 
be involved on the committee, we need you!   
Continued Page 3. �

%�������	�
=��"�)������
;����*�+� �����-�)��#��-��!� ���"� �

142�)������	�����
8������;���1��
�
'����C�5��
6�>2�$
�44�D���
���"3�����A�������+ ��
 

���	���������������������������

%�������	�����	�
%"����/�����
,��E�������������+���� ����#�)��#��-��
!� ���"��;����

�1�/������"���%"���"� �=�/�#��
��" ����,F��2>���
 
����A������E�����#� ��

'����%�������	�
8���������!��� ���
.��"�����#�,  �"���� �

>
4�)� ��&����%����%������$��
/�E������&��2<>
2�
1�4�2��$�44
G�-�D�2��$�42<�
������ ��A���"����#�  �"���� �"�� �
�
�����	
��#���
�������
*�+��)��#�
�����
���/� ����� ����#�)��#��-��
,���������
�2
�%)�4 �� �,+����%������4��
'������#���!��<>��1�
#�+��3��#A"
-3����� �
�
%
�	�%�������	�
!�
����&������� �
!� ���"��,  �"�����'��-�  ����
*������-��� ����� ���#�)��#��-��
�������%�����;��+�� �����
����%)��2���%���
���+���� ���!�<>����
'����C�521
6�>21$12
4�
����� �/�
A��������������+ �
�

�



���������	���
����
����������� �������
������ �
 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�

�

������(�
�	�������������)**+#)**,�
�
����������	�
�����
	��������	������������
��������� ����
��		���������������	����
��������������������� �
���������
��	��	�����������������
����
��

����	�	����������� �����
���	�� �����!��	��"	�
���	������	
����������� ���
�������#
����� �������������$% &&&��	�
������������ �������������
�����������"'��������(
���������	���� ��
������������������������������������
	���	�������
� �
��	����
���������������
����)�
�
���� ��������	
���

	
��	������	�������������������� ����������	����*����������
������
������������
���� �

�		�����	���
	��	�����������
	����	�����
���� ��������	
�� ����������	�
��
������
�������	��
�
�������
��
���� ��������������������� �������������

����
����
���������������
����������
�����������
�� �����	�����������
������
	��	����	�����	����������� �
��
�������	��
��������	���������������������������� ��������	�������������
�������)��

�� �������� ���� 
������
�	�����		��������	���

��� ���������������

����
���	
� �����
������
����
��������
������������������������ 
���������
���
�
������ ���+�������	�������������������	����
����
	��������� 
��������
���
���
�����������������	��	��
�
��������������	�����������	�������� ��

�
 

�
�

��������	
�������
������	
�	����������
������  
 

I am currently the Environmental Concerns committee chair, but would like to hand that off to 
someone else.  Please let me know if you are interested—I can’t do it all alone.  Carol-Ann Woody has 
been working on revising our 1993 mining reform policy statement for the Western Division.  Thanks 
to Carol-Ann for taking that task on.  We still need examples of mining impacts from various states in 
the Division to add to that document.  We are hoping to raise the policy statement to the national level 
and will continue with that effort in future Governing Board meetings.  The committee has also set 
goals of looking into the Clean Water Act legislation that clarifies the definition of water in the act.  
The committee also set a goal of examining the gap between science and water quality regulations and 
pushing for changes there.  Once again, please get involved! 
 
Please mark your calendars for May 3-7, 2009 for our next annual meeting of the Western Division to 
be held in Albuquerque, NM.  I have also recently signed contracts for the 2010 meeting, which will be 
held in April in Salt Lake City, UT at the Salt Palace Convention Center.   
 
Thanks for all you do for fish and fisheries!   
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WDAFS award of excellence in riparian management to the 
Big Hole Partnership (Emily Rens accepting) for work in the 
Big Hole watershed. 

WDAFS award of excellence in riparian management to the 
Resource Conservation District of Santa Cruz and partners by 
Troy Brandt. 

WDAFS award of excellence in riparian management to the 
Nature Conservancy (Mark Stern) for work in the Klamath Basin.  

WDAFS award of excellence in riparian management to the Lolo 
National Forest Nine Mile Ranger District. 
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The WDAFS award winners included Hiram Li (Award of Excellence), Whirling Disease 
Foundation (Conservation Achievement Award), Charles Huntington (Robert Borovicka 
Conservation Achievement Award), David Manning and Larry Brown (Special Recognition 
Award), California-Nevada Chapter (Outstanding Chapter Award), and the Palouse Subunit 

(University of Idaho) (Student Subunit of the Year).  
 
Recipients of the Riparian Challenge Awards (see above) included the Bureau of Land Management Holister 
Field Office (Santa Cruz IWRP for Santa Cruz County), the U.S. Forest Service (Lolo National Forest, Nine 
Mile Ranger District-Eustache Creek Project), The Nature Conservancy (Williamson River Delta Restoration 
Project-Tulana Phase), and the Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks (The Big Hole Partnership-Watershed 
Rehabilitation for Arctic Grayling on Private Land).  
 
The Eugene Maughan Scholarship recipients for 2008 were Jeffrey Falke (Ph.D student, Colorado State 
University) and Lewis Barnett (MS student, California State University). Ryan Bellmore (Idaho State 
University) received the 2008 Sustainable Fisheries Foundation William Trachtenberg Scholarship. The 2008 
WDAFS student award recipients included Michael LeMoine, Western Washington University (Best Student 
Paper) and Alena Pribyl, Oregon State University (Best Student Poster).  
�
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Bob Hughes presents the WDAFS Award of 
Excellence to Hiram Li (right).  

The Conservation Achievement Award is 
presented to Chuck Huntington (right).  
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Jerri Bartholomew (left) accepts the 
Conservation Achievement Award on behalf 
of the Whirling Disease Foundation. 

2008 Chapter of the Year Award presented 
to the Cal-Neva Chapter, accepted by Dave 
Manning (right).  

Calib Baldwin and Sam Petrowski (landowner) 
accept the Fishery Team of the Year award 
from Mindy Simmons (right).  

Student Subunit of the Year goes to the 
Palouse Unit at the University of Idaho, Dan 
Avery (left) accepting.  
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Eric Wagner thanks outgoing president Bob 
Hughes (right) for his service to the WDAFS.  

�

The WDAFS ExCom: from left, Eric Wagner, Scott Bonar, Bob Hughes, Dave Ward, 
Leanne Roulson and Troy Brandt. 
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Best student poster and paper winners included (from left) Dave Skelton, Alena 
Pribyl (WD and OR awards) William Brignon and Brett Hanshew.  

Bob Gresswell congratulates Ryan Bellmore (left) on winning the WDAFS 
William Trachtenburg Scholarship.  
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Drs. Dave Beauchamp and 
Wayne Hubert teamed up on a 
pre-meeting workshop where 
they detailed their respective 
chapters in a new AFS book on 
data interpretation and analysis.  

Jam session organizer Mike Faler 
(mandolin, in the middle) surrounded 
by talent.  

Student-Mentor Social door 
prize winners Josh Grant, 
Simmona Robinson, Ryan 
Bellmore, Dave Ayers, and 
Josh Williams with organizers 
Ian Reid and Michelle 
Weaver. 
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The VEMCO folks field questions during 
the Trade Show.  

ORAFS President Doug Young proudly 
displays the wolfeel gavel.  

Christine Moffitt and students proudly 
display the Student Subunit of the Year 
Award won by the Palouse Unit.  

Face to face with a beaver at the Oregon 
Zoo. 
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During a post-meeting field tour, 
ACOE biologist Mike Langesley 
points out new features of 
Bonneville Dam fish passage on a 
model prior to seeing the features 
up close.  

ORAFS ExCom (from left) Doug Young, Julie Firman, Neil Ward, Mike Reed, and Martyne 
Reesman (Ian Reid missing).  
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NPIC Co-Sponsors Coastwide Salmonid Genetics Meeting 
 
The bi-annual Coastwide Salmonid Genetics Meeting was hosted by the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife Genetics Laboratory and co-
sponsored by the AFS North Pacific International Chapter (NPIC) in Olympia, 
WA on June 6 and 7, 2008.  There were approximately 90 people registered 
for the meeting, representing West Coast state, federal, tribal, academic, and 
consulting organizations from Alaska to California including Montana and Idaho.  The two days started with 
laboratory summaries from representatives of individual genetics laboratories along the West Coast and were 
followed with talks on recent genetics projects and analyses.  Session topics included: 

·  Genetic Stock Identification,  
·  Population Structure,  
·  Relatedness and Sex, Gene Expression,  
·  Hatchery Effects, and  
·  Habitat and Demography.   

 
Links to the meeting program are available on the WDFW Molecular Genetics Laboratory web site 
(http://wdfw.wa.gov/genetics/index.htm) and on the NPIC – AFS site (http://www.npic-afs.org/).   
Representatives from the NPIC – AFS executive committee (Larry Dominguez and Julie Henning) were in 
attendance for the poster session.  An AFS Genetics Section student travel award was presented to Elizabeth 
Heeg (School of Biological Sciences, Victoria University of Wellington) who presented a talk titled, “The 
population genetics and rapid evolution of rainbow trout from Lake Taupo catchment, New Zealand”.  The next 
Coastwide Salmonid Genetics Meeting is scheduled for 2010 in Boise, ID.    
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Salmonid genetics meeting 
attendees enjoy good food 
and company at the poster 
social. From left, NPIC 
Secretary-Treasurer Julie 
Henning, meeting organizer 
Todd Kassler, NPIC 
member Christina Iverson, 
and NPIC President-elect 
Larry Dominguez.  
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Paul Cowley, Utah Chapter 
President presenting the past-
president’s award to Patrick 
Goddard.  
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Dr. Robert Lackey with EPA Gold Medal for 
Exceptional Service. 
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